
       EAST HEMPFIELD TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MINUTES

DATE AND TIME: August 21, 2019 7:00 p.m.

ATTENDANCE: Board Members: Thomas A. Bennett
Douglas W. Brubaker
G. Edward LeFevre
H. Scott Russell
W. Scott Wiglesworth

Manager: Cindy A. Schweitzer
Director of Public Works: Perry T. Madonna
Engineer: Scott H. Hain
Zoning Officer: Colin Siesholtz

ABSENT: Jon E. Beck
Steven A. Skiles

The Board of Supervisors meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. at the East Hempfield
Township Municipal Building, 1700 Nissley Road, Landisville by Chairman Brubaker, followed
by a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Hearings – Zoning Text Amendment Ordinance drafts

Chairman Brubaker turned the meeting over to East Hempfield Township Solicitor John P.
Henry who informed that two Hearings are on tonight’s agenda and explained the Public Hearing
process, rules and regulations and the purpose of the Hearings.  He confirmed both Hearings
were duly advertised in the Lancaster Newspaper on August 7, 2019 and August 14, 2019 and
reminded all those wishing to make public comment during the hearings will be limited to three
minutes each.  Comments must pertain only to new information and no questions will be
permitted. He advised that the Board may vote tonight, at a subsequent public meeting, or table
for additional consideration and review. A court stenographer provided by and representing Dr.
Richard Szarko was present to record testimony on his behalf.

1. Agriculture   Setback – ready for adoption consideration (EHPC reviewed on 5/8/19 and
LCPC review on 6/24/19, advertised 8/7, 8/14).  Ordinance #2019-09.  Chairman Brubaker
began the Hearing and Mrs. Schweitzer explained the reasons for the change.  The Hearing
was then opened for comments.   Attorney Veronica Morrison inquired if this amendment is
necessary to allow for the Horse Barn for Transportation to be passed. Mrs. Schweitzer
indicated one has nothing to do with the other.  This amendment was created due to a found
conflict with a home within a development which will have Miller Road between them.  The
home would technically be within 300 feet of an existing horse barn which with the current
ordinance would not be permitted even though there is a road separating the uses.  Dr.
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Hughes disagreed, feeling that this change would allow these uses to co-exist within 300 feet.
Mr. Hain stressed that this ordinance amendment deals with an existing structure, not new
structures.  Mr. Siesholtz reviewed the current regulations regarding non-commercial use and
commercial use setbacks. After all comments were heard, motion was made by Mr. Russell
and seconded by Mr. LeFevre to close the Hearing at 7:16 p.m.  The motion passed (5-0)

2. Horse   Barn   for   Transportation   – ready for adoption consideration (EHPC reviewed on 5/8/19
and LCPC review on 6/24/19, advertised 8/7, 8/14).  Ordinance #2019-10.  Solicitor Henry
opened the second Hearing and reminded that public comment would be limited to three
minutes each and no questions will be permitted.  Questions/concerns involving
understanding the current ordinance on farm animals in a residential zone, the
appropriateness of the minimum lot size of 20,000 sq. ft. outlined in the ordinance, manure
management needs, safety of residents, livestock and seeking due diligence studies regarding
the impact of such changes and potential impact to existing residents.  Attorney Victoria
Morrison, representing Dr. Richard Szarko, provided her legal stance regarding the
ordinance. Mr. Bennett inquired if Attorney Morrison was aware of the history of the anti-
baptist stance on the ban on using vehicles, if it has a religious basis or choice?  Attorney
Morrison indicated she could provide information to the Board regarding the question at a
later time. After all comments were heard, Solicitor Henry restated the Board’s options to
either take action now or table for later.  Several members of the Board commented on the
concerns raised by residents.  They expressed the desire to allow further deliberation.
Motion was made by Mr. LeFevre and seconded by Mr. Russell to table the matter to allow
time for additional consideration and review.  The motion passed (5-0).

The Board of Supervisors regularly scheduled meeting was re-opened at 8:00 p.m.

Consent Agenda
a) Department Reports - Golf Course, Public Works, Development Services, Police, EMC.
b) 17-03-SW Landis Poultry Barns SW Plan escrow reduction of $14,446 leaving balance of 

$54,640.55
c) 601 Stony Battery, Catalyst Commercial request for 180-day time extension to satisfy 

conditions of approval.
d) Treasurers Report for August/2019 covering all funds with a combined cash/investment 

balance of $10,390,943.03
e) Invoices from all funds covering 8/10 – 8/23/19 & totaling $1,868,429.90
f) Approval of minutes: August 7, 2019

Mr. Bennett requested more detail on the events and also the income for the events be
included in future Golf Course Reports on a running basis.  Mrs. Schweitzer will relay this
request to Jim Micilcavage.  Motion was made by LeFevre and seconded by Mr. Bennett to
approve the August 21, 2019 Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion passed (4-0-1) with
Mr. Russell abstaining due to not being present at the August 7, 2019 meeting.

Action items
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Development Services:

a) Zoning Text Amendment drafts:
Request permission to advertise for 9/18/19 Board consideration

 Seasonal Farm Worker-revised to reflect LCPC suggested change –Motion was made by
Mr. Russell and seconded by Mr. Wiglesworth to authorize advertising the Seasonal
Farm Worker draft ordinance for adoption consideration on September 18, 2019.  The
motion passed (5-0).

Request permission to advertise for 10/2/19 Board consideration.  Motion was made by Mr.
Russell and seconded by Mr. Bennett to authorize advertising the below listed ordinances for
adoption consideration on October 2, 2019, and to forward onto the Planning Commissions
for review and comment.  The motion passed (5-0).

 Beekeeping-revised to exclude additional zoning districts
 Wireless Facilities-revised to exempt municipal properties
 Keeping of Non-commercial Livestock-new to correct deficiency in existing zoning text

Old Business - None

New Business

 Mr. Russell informed that he will be requesting to step down from the Traffic Commission
and asked that this notice be placed on the next meeting agenda for action to be taken to
accept his resignation and approve Mr. Bennett who has agreed to fill the vacancy.

 New Planning Commission alternate – Mrs. Schweitzer led discussion regarding the absence
of one of the Planning Commission alternates and explained the limiting criteria for
membership listed in the Municipalities Planning Code.  She is waiting to hear from the
Township Solicitor regarding vacating the position.  Right now, there is no vacancy for a
Supervisor to fill.

Board Group Reports - None

Traffic Commission Report - Mr. Brubaker reported the only action item aside from the
minutes was the approval of the street signage map for Pennscott and Limestone Ridge in the
Landis Farm Development.  He noted that various speed studies were presented but no action
was warranted.  A truck traffic study was also reviewed for Stoney Battery Road due to future
development along that road with no action deemed necessary other than the direction signage
being required on the site development plans. 

Manager’s report - Mrs. Schweitzer reviewed her written report.

 Scott Hain, DM/A stated he will finalize the information needed for the A. Herr Trail this 
weekend.

 Mrs. Schweitzer reported an Executive Session was held prior to the Board of Supervisors 
meeting from 6:45 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. to discuss pending litigation.  

Public Comment (residents or tax payers of East Hempfield Township only)
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 Dr.      David   Hughes, Huntington Place, commented on Penn State Hospital, payment in
leu of taxes and the increased burden on the police department.

 Colleen   Jacobsen, Chapel Forge Drive, had additional comments regarding tax-exempt

facilities.

Adjournment

By unanimous consent of the Board, Chairman Brubaker adjourned the meeting at 8:21 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________________
Cindy A. Schweitzer, Township Manager/Secretary




